
















































































































































































9.

inclusion of DOE Deveioped Online Courses in District In-service
Pians

Since the passage of the legislation to implement Florida’s
Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Education Program, the DOE
has created high quality professional development courses and
materials for VPK instructors that are aligned with the VPK
Education Standards. To date, the DOE has developed three
online courses that are appropriate for certified public school
VPK teachers. To provide certified public school VPK teachers
with the opportunity to earn in-service points toward

recertification, Master In-service Plans have been developed for

the online courses described below.

» [n 2005, the Department developed a five-hour online Emergent
Literacy for Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Instructors course. The
course provides participants with background information on emergent
literacy skills and gives examples of instructional practices that may be
used in VPK classrooms. Please follow the link for course component
information: htip://info.fildoe.orag/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-
5705/dps-2010-40a.pdf. More than 46,709 participants have completed
this course as of January 31, 2009.

« In January 2009, the Department released the five-hour online English
Language Learners in the VPK Classroom course. This online course
is designed to help VPK teachers, directors, and staff to develop
culturally sensitive learning environments for all children and build
relationships with families who are English language learners. Please
follow the link for course component information:
http://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-5706/dps-2010-
40b.pdf. More than 3,158 participants have completed this course as of
January 31, 2009.

» In December 2009, the Department released the five-hour online
Language and Vocabulary in the VPK Classroom course. This online
course is appropriate for all VPK teachers/instructors, assistants and
directors and provides instructional strategies for increasing language
and vocabulary with young children. There are videos of VPK teachers
implementing evidence- based strategies with children, as well as
resources to support teachers as they begin to use the language and
vocabulary strategies in their own classrooms. Please follow the link
for course component information:
http://info.fidoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-5707/dps-2010-
40c.pdf.

For more information regarding the Department’s online courses, please
visit the Web site at http://www fldoe. org/earlylearning/resource.asp. To
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